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Kirallk Depo is an experimental 12m?2 exhibition space in Istanbul started by
artists Defne Cemal and Zek Hodges. We are excited to share the works we
have made over the past year at our debut show Birds and Cars.

Over the past year, artists Defne Cemal and Zek Hodges produced separate
series of works, each centered around a single subject: Defne: seagulls—Zek:
Tofas cars. Both using photos taken with phone cameras as their starting
point, the artists keep their subjects at a distance, focusing primarily on
surface-level aspects of the image.

Defne developed her seagull series as a continuation of Passing, a video
work made in the winter of 2020-21. Made up entirely of still-shots, the video
focuses on seagulls perched around a ferry station, as viewed from a
second-floor balcony in Burgazada. The video’s tightly cropped frames
flatten the space, and the seagulls’ architectural environments are pressed
against a hovering cityscape behind, giving the effect of an abstract painting.
In the artist’s transition to photographs, the frame remains tightly cropped;
Seagulls are recorded mostly from behind upon wall-like patterned grounds,
emphasizing the camouflaging effect of the bird’s feathers. In contrast to the
seagull’s typically romantic portrayal within Istanbul, Defne observes the birds
at a distance, making visual connections between a combination of natural
and man-made environments.

For this exhibition, Zek has produced a series of 12 ball-point pen works on
paper based on photographs for Tofas car ads found on the website
sahibinden.com. Zek typically selects images based on the unintentionally
awkward framing of the car being sold, and the presence of the anonymous
photographer’s shadow. At the heart of Zek’s practice is a curiosity with
unremarkable images found online and the ways they may be incorporated
into a broader visual history. With each work, the artist has meticulously
rendered an otherwise innocuous image, simultaneously paying homage to
traditional representational art forms and investigating their role in an
increasingly image-saturated world.
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Kirallk Depo, sanatcilar Defne Cemal ve Zek Hodges tarafindan kurulmus
12m?lik deneysel bir sergi alanidir. Son bir yildir Gzerinde ¢alistigimiz iglerimizi
ilk sergimiz Birds and Cars’da sizinle paylasmaktan heyecan duyuyoruz.

Gecgmis oldugumuz yil boyunca Defne ve Zek ayr ayri tek 6zneli seriler
Uzerinde caligtilar— Defne: martilar, Zek: Tofas arabalari. Sembolik bir
yorumdan kaginan iglerinde Defne ve Zek, telefon kamerasi ile ¢cekilmis
fotograflari baglangic noktasi olarak kullanarak, 6znelerinin arsivsel, sanat
tarihsel, ylzeysel ve imgesel yanlarini inceliyorlar.

Defne, 2020-21 kisinda Burgazada’da uUrettigi video isi Gecis’i, sergilenen
fotograf serisine bir gegit olarak kulland.. ikinci kattaki bir balkondan vapur
istasyonunun martilarini gektigi video yalnizca sabit kesitlerden olusuyor;
kendini tekrar eden ve havada asili kalmis bir alanda kuslar gtindelik
ddngulerini stirdirlyorlar. Dar kadraj ve mimarinin katmanlarinin olusturdugu
resimsel etki, sanat¢inin fotograflarinda da hakim: Derinlik arayan géziin kisa
bir perspektifle karsilasmasi, martilarin Gzerinde siizildigld zeminin desenli bir
duvar gibi arkalarina ériilmesi, ve dokulu tlylerinin yarattigi kamuflaj etkisi.
isin 6znesi olmaktan gikan martilar, hayvan renklendirmesinin ve gizlenme
yonteminin de imgesel bir yaninin incelenmesini sagliyor. G6zlin dniinde
yaklastikgca yassilasan fotografi gorsel derinlikten yoksun birakmak, fotografin
sanatgi tarafindan ¢ekilmis, arsivlenmis, secilmis ve diizenlenmis bir tercih
oldugunun unutulmamasinin da altini giziyor.

Zek, Birds and Cars sergisi i¢in, sahibinden.com websitesinden buldugu
Tofas ilanlarinin fotograflarindan yola cikarak, on iki adet kagit lizerine
tikenmez kalem calismasi sergiliyor. Sanatci genellikle, satistaki araba
fotografinin kompozisyonunun sorgulatan &zellikleri olmasina, ve anonim
fotograf¢inin gélgesinin kadrajda varolmasina ydnelik arastirma yapiyor.
Zek’in pratiginde, internet Gzerinde bulunan olaganusti goérintiler ve bunlarin
daha genis bir gorsel tarihe nasil dahil olduguna dair bir merak var. Zek,
cogunlukla islerinde, geleneksel temsili sanat bigimlerine de saygi duyarak
edilgen bir gérintuyd titizlikle igliyor, ve bu gdrsellerin gittikce daha da
doygunlasan gorsel diinyadaki rollini inceliyor.
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